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OPEN INVITATION

In devising the recipe for their dream house in the
Hamptons, celebrity chef Bobby Flay and actress Stephanie March make certain that
summer entertaining is the primary ingredient

TEXT BY KATHLEEN HACKETT - PHOTOGRAPHY BY WILLIAM WALDRON
STYLED BY GREGORY BISSONNETTE
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The kitchen's custam=-made cabinets and
Island are painted in Benjamin Moore's
Majestic Blue, the brass pendants ane by
Thomas O'Brien for Visual Comfort, and the
French bistro chairs ane by Beaulurn, The
wall-mounted oven Is by Viking. FACING
PAGE: On the screened poich, a pair of iran
daybeds have mattresses covened in an
outdoor fabric by Holly Hunt, the cacktail
takde Is by Pattery Barn, the teak stool is
from Design Within Reach, and the autdoos
rug Is by Fab Habital. See Resouwnces.




WHEN ACTRESS Stephanie March met celeb-
rity chef and Food Metwork star Bobby Flay more
than 10 years ago, he was routinely spending week-
ends at his house in Southampton on Long Island,
“There was an enormous white leather sofa in the
living room and four flat-sereen TVs,” recalls the
Texas-born actress, who grew up in a gracious
home memorable for its butler’s pantry, cedar-lined
closets, and a living room appointed for leisurely
visiting. “His place smelled like golf,” she says.

But it wasn't just Flay's far-from-perfect acsthet-
ies that turned off the elegant March, whose most
familiar role as the unsmiling assistant district
attorney Alexandra Cabot on Law & Order: Spe-
cial Victims Unit belies her geniality. A passion-
ate world traveler, she found regular visits to the
East End confining. “Why are we here when there's
a whole world out there?” she says she often won-
dered. “And I didn’t know a soul,” she adds.

It wasn't until the couple attended a friend’s wed-
ding in East Hampton years later that March had
achange of heart. “We stayed in a cheap hotel and
had a blast with a great group of people,” she says.
But there was still the matter of Flay's beloved
bachelor pad, which, it turns out, he didn't love as
much as he did Ms. March. "I had to make a choice,
50 I picked Stephanie.” he says. The 'house, it was
decided, would have to go.

March wasted little time ridding their lives of
Flay's unpalatable possessions. She put an ad in the

s

East Hampton Star and staged what turned out to
be one of the island’s most storied tag sales. "She
sold all of my furniture for lunch money!" Flay says
with a laugh. Indeed, March prides herself on the
sales technique she used that day. “If a customer
wanted a chair, I insisted that a set of plates went
with it,” she says.

In the two years following the sale of the home,
the couple found three houses they loved, but were
outbid on all of them. Others appealed but would
require major overhauls. "We had renovated our
apartment in the city, and it was tough even though
we had the best possible scenario: My business
partner was the general contractor, and the guys
who built my restaurants did the renovation,” says
Flay, referring to his six high-end restaurants and 15
burger bars. When the couple learned that a single
builder was behind the trio of houses they liked,
they surprised themselves by giving him a call.

March's wanderlust has never waned—she's an
Italophile and regular contributor to the travel
website fathomaway.com—but she is rarely hap-
pier than when she and Flay flee the city to their
custom-built shingle-style home (a Gold LEED-
certified one to boot) in the woods of Amagansett,
a quiet East Hampton hamlet.

By starting from scratch, Flay and March got
exactly what they wanted, Flay presided over the
designs of his dream indoor and outdoor kitchens
but left the rest to his wife, “I've spent my life work-
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ABOVE: A vintage suzani covers
thi bed in the master bedroom.
Thir headboard i custom made,
the nightstand i by Restoration
Hardware, and the side chalrs
ware found In Morocoo; the Ber-
ber reed-and-leather foor mats
are from Relaxo Deslgns. FACING
PAGE: The master bath ks paved
with handmade cement tiles,
and the shower Mtings are by
Lafroy Brooks. See Resources,
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ing a grill, and I never had one at home until now,”
says Flay. “It took 30 yvears.” Make that a commer-
cial 10-burner stove, two ovens, a fryer, a griddle,
and a salamander, along with seating that includes
two café tables and a farm table. “I love that my
kitchen is technically a restaurant,” says Flay, who
broke it to city friends last year that he would no
longer host his annual Thanksgiving dinner in the
couple's Manhattan apartment. “We had 50 people
show up for turkey in Amagansett this past holiday
anyway. They followed us out here! I prepared two
30-pound turkeys and cooked sides for days. I stand
at my kitchen island from the minute I get out here
to the minute I leave.”

Which is just the way March imagined it would
be. “I was very careful about the floor plan,” she
says. “I didn't want one that involved a living room
cut off from the rest of the house—the kind that you
put the Christmas tree in and use only once a year.”
Instead, March insisted on open spaces, plenty of

guest bedrooms and baths, lots of outdoor fabrics
covering indoor furnishings, and Aloorsand carpets
that could stand up to wet bathing suits, sand, and
red wine, And because you can't take the Texas out
of the girl, she designed the screened porch as if
it were a living room, 50 that she and her friends
could hang out there. “1 spend almost all of my time
in it—or in the pool, which is long enough for me to
dolaps,” she adds.

There was only one major design debate, but it
lasted just a day. When Flay lobbied hard to hang a
flat-screen television over the fireplace in the liv-
ing room, March turned to interior designer Tom
Delavan—who helped her incorporate the textiles,
furnishings, and lighting she has eollected from her
far-flung travels—to cast the deciding vote. On his
urging, she ultimately conceded.

“He reminded me that everyone likes to watch
TV.” says the actress. There's that, and perhaps
some truth to the idiom that old habits die hard. =






