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MADE IN THE USA:

By Land, Sea,
and Air

Forthe Gulf Coast states, the automotive,
shipping and aerospaceindustries are leading
thewayout ofthe recession. ey J.MICHAEL WELTON

MANUFACTURING IN the
Gulf Coast states—never
completely down during
the recession—is making
acomeback. Alabama’s
secretary of commerce, Greg Canfield, points to auto
as one reason, citing Mercedes-Benz's expansion
of its “C" class facility and Honda's new Acura plant.
As domestic housing trends upward, some building
products are benefting as well, Tuscaloosa-based
screen manufacturer Phifer, for one, reports that
traditional insect-screen business is up this year.
hiississippiis growing its automotive sector, which was
nonexistent until Missan arrived a decade ago. Employing
5 600inCanton, it recently broke ground fora parts-
warehouse facility that could attract suppliers to the area.
As for building products, manufacturingis up from last
yearat Eooneville company Heartland Siding.

Florida, which broke its own tourism record last
year, is getting into the act, eliminating sales taxon
manufacturing equipmentin hopes of diversifying.

St. Augustine-based wood-panel manufacturer Rulon
International reports that business is up, as it was even
during the downturn, says Rulon's Jesse Reyes.

In Louisiana, the emphasis has been on oil, gas, and
chemicals. South African Sasolisinvesting $16 billion
near Lake Charles to convert natural gas to liquid, low-
sulfur diesel. Bolstered by $14 billionin capital projects
fromthe US. Army Corps of Engineers, Mew Orleans is
beginning to boom. It has also gained a new $4a million
meat-shipping facility on its waterfront.

Floridais looking toits ports, too (15in all), investing
millions to position itself as a trade hub with South Amer-
ica. The Mobile, Ala, and Gulfport, Miss., ports are also
expanding inanticipation of anew erain global shipping.

Aerospace plays arole aswell. Northup Grumman
plans to add anaircraft design facility in Florida. And
Boeingand Lockheed Martinarein MNew Orleans
researching NASA’s planned trip to Mars. To summarize:
for the Gulf Coast, the skies are no longer the limit.
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MANUFACTURER: Rulon international
1 LecATIon: ST Augusting, Florkda
prODUCTS: Wood and woad veneer products such
a5 2ooustic panels, eiher ceiling and wall panels, and
wond grilles.

FOUNDEDT - B B,
1976 \:% L
EMPLOYERST '

120

PRICE

RANGE: 3-35
RULONCO.COM

MANUFACTURER: RoyCdartin

wocaTian: Chopinand Oakdale, Loutsiana
rRopucTs: Phywood and orlented strand board
{058 products ranging from lumber and structural
walls to siding and decortive elements suchas
wainscoting.
FOUMDED: 1923
EMPLOYEES: 1,054
PRICE RANGE: 35
ROYOMARTIN.COM

Ao Bleiea
Louisiana, anc
MISSISSIDD

MANUFACTURER:
2 PGT Industries
LOCATIOMN: ViEnkoe,
Flarida

PRODUCTS: Aluminum =
andviryl framed
windows (all types)
and doors (swing and
shding).

FouNDED: 1930
EmpLoYEES: 1,300
PRICE RAMGE: 535
POTINDUSTRILS.COM

MANUFACTURER: GOndon

rocaTon: Bossier City, Louisiana
PRODUCTS: Specialty and sustainable architectural
metal products forinterior and exterior applications,
incIudlngcl::lmss._wnlh.:ulumn mdqﬂmll. and
plaster trim,
FoOuNDED: 15564 ameLovees: 100+
PRICE RANGE: =33
GORDON=INC.COM




MANUFACTURER: Heartiand Siding by ProVia
LocaTion: Booneville, Mississippl

PRODUCTS: High-quality entry, patio, and storm door
syshems, energy-efhcient windows, insulated siding,
superpotymer siding and -
manufactured stone lor
building exteriors.
Founoeo: 1981 2009
(PURCHASED BY PROVIA)
EMPLOYEES: BO

PRICE RAMGE: 53
PROVIAPRODUCTS.COM

mMaNuracTUREDR: Johns Mamdlle

6 LOEATION: Scottsbaro, Alabama
eproDUCTS: Thermoplastic, single-ply commercial
roofing membrane.
FOUNDED: 2008 (scaTTsnoss); 1858 (THE Coupany)
EMPLOYEES: 35 SCOTTS00RG: 7000 (wonLowing)
PRICE RANGE: 35
Ja.com

MANUFACTURER: Viking Fange
7 LocaTion: Greemyvood, Mississippd

prooucTs: Commercial-type kitchen appliances

for the residential market such as ranges, cocktops,

manuracTunen: Phiferincorporated
LocaTian: Tuscaladsa, Alabama
PRODUCTS: Interior and
exterior sun control

busht-Enovens, Fabrics for commercial i
refrigerators, TR and residential use,insect

frovzers, prills, and T screens, metalic of fiber

. R OO O-0-08

ice machines, 00 00000 00 mieshes, and drawn-wire

|

FouxDED: 1984

EMPLOYEES: B25
PRICE RANGE: 355
VIKINGRANGE.COM | Z=3

products,
FOUNDED: 1552
EMPLOYELS: N4
PRICE RANGE: $-55
PHIFER.COM
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FLORIDA

There ae 18,07 manufacturers
In Florida, employing 314800
indiividuals and pardng

anareerage annul salary

el f52378.

Flarida’s unemployment rate held stendy ot 7.0
percent lor My, June, and July 2013 companedia
78 percent inFebmuary 2o

SOURCEE!U.S, SUREAY OF L
MAKUFACTRHEEL A4S OCIATH

B STATRSTICE,
OF FLORIDA

ALABAMA

Alabama’s Port of TH

Mabde is currentlythe l mm
ninth-largest port in ==

the natiorcafier 25300 w

melon Expansion, it
will becomethe sixth-butiest port inthe workl,

The st M‘s:ummnn'_.-hadamaed}win 20K,
procucing mang than BEo,oo0 vehicles.

SOURCES! ALABAMA DEPARTRMINT OF LABDA,
ALaBAVA DEFARTRINT OF COMMIRDE

MISSISSIPPI

Unemplaymentin
Masatppidropped to
B.5 parcent overallin huly
2ony. fromgs percentin
Febsruary 3013

Manufacturersin
Missizsippi account

for 155 percent of the
total cutput in the state,
empioying 12.3 percent of
the workforce inzon,

SOURCESI LS. BURLAY OF LABOR STATISTICS,
MATIONAL ATSOEIATION OF MANUTACTUBLAS

LOUISIANA

I 2ouE the LS. Chawrber of
Commercn narmed Louisiang
the Mow 1 export state in
the naten, witha Mo, 2 rank
in expodt growthand bo. 3in
income growth per capita

T LowsEang rarked
1 Nn.!]nzu:zl'urd'rgiul
media performance
by Buginets Faclitics
=

I 3o 3, the Tax Foundation mnked Lowisiana Ho. 2in
thecountry for lowest tux burdens faced by new
Forms and K, 1o for mature fnrs,

BOURCE; LOUEIARALCOROMICODVILOFMINT.COM
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