One man leads a group of designers and
engineers to re-imagine urban, sustainable
living—and shape the next phase of
architecture as we know it.
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In an innovative Vancouver home, a reverse floor plan results in an expansive
top floor for entertaining, with a seamless flow from kitchen to dining to living
area. The space then opens up, via striking folding doors, to an expansive
outdoor lounge strategically tucked into the tree canopy, providing privacy and
a treehouse-like feel. The Hi-Bridge sofa, by Molteni & C., is from Italinteriors;
the Hay Tray tables are from Vancouver Special; the leather Zoe chaise is by
Verzelloni from Spencer Interiors; and the large area rug is from Burritt Bros
Carpets. The photograph above the sofa is by Trig Singer, courtesy of
Vancouver's Winsor Gallery.

DESIGN TEAM
cousiruction and developme
siruciural engineering: PIB 1
landscape design: TLZ De:
architeciure and design: Lang Wilson
Vanglo and Lang Wilson Practice in Architecture Culture

n & Creative, ra Melling
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from Italinteriors play well (-
with a modern table by Hay

from Vancouver Special.

Concrete floors with radiant
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millwork by Fusion Wood-
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an island that sets off the
kitchen from the dining
area and reflects the angles
of the exterior architecture.

—GAILE GUEVARA, INTERIOR DESIGNER
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eveloper and builder Martin Warren, founder
of Vanglo Sustainable Construction Group,
knew he was onto something good when
local kids affectionately nicknamed his latest
project, a bold, angular house in Vancouver's
Mount Pleasant neighborhood, “the spaceship.” “If the kids love
the design, then it's a job well done in my opinion,” he says.
After all, the true test of any building is its ripple-out effects—
not just on its inhabitants, but on the community surrounding
it, the city it resides in, and the very earth on which it's built.
Where once was a dilapidated house on an awkward lot
now sits the Vanglo House, whose forward-thinking, striking
design has invigorated Vancouver and inspired conversa-
tion around how to design for livability in an increasingly
dense city. More than 1,000 locals alone visited the space
during real estate open houses and a post-sale pop-up event.
“It was a diamond in the rough,” says Warren of the
unusually long and narrow lot. “It left many developers
scratching their heads and eventually walking away.”
Undaunted by the challenge, Warren reached out to Oliver

Lang at Lang Wilson Practice in Architecture Culture to
collaborate on a spec home that Warren hoped would be
“a form of urban art.”

Without direction from a specific client, Lang had the
freedom to develop a concept organically. “The design is
a balancing act between compactness and generosity,
elegance and playfulness, and privacy and connectivity to
the urban fabric,” Lang says. The 2,250-square-foot, three-
story house—including a garden floor with private en-
trance—allows for incredible adaptability, with the potential
to morph between family home, vacation spot, or office.
Additionally, a 400-square-foot garage space was finished
as a flex room and insulated, heated, and soundproofed.
To accommodate the skinny lot, the architect developed a
gracious, linear floor plan with a series of playful integrated
windows on the south-facing side that allow for plenty of
natural light. It's all a part of Warren's goal: to blend
progressive design with green design.

The Vanglo House presents a compelling case study for
sustainable building in a city. For a start, the team recycled »
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“The design doesn't
distinguish between walls
and roof, but creates one
continuous envelope where
- all parts blend together,”
Lang, the architect, says.
Nowhere is this concept
more apparent than at the
street-facing southern wall,
with its unified, softly angu-

»- lar fagade punctuated
X with dynamic integrated
- windows from Cascadia
\"Z ‘ Windows that keep the

eye moving—ingeniously
providing privacy for those
inside. The Tesla Model C
parked in the driveway is
a suitable match for the
home's eco credibility.
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“We were going io siand oul for some time
io come, so we kncw we needed io creaie
someihing cugaging and pleasing io ihe
eye. Building new o look old was noi going
(o 1)(-‘ our .S‘(:L/l(-‘. 7 MARTIN WARREN, DEVELOPER
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TOP: The master bedroom features the Parallel bed and
nightstand from Kate Duncan, linens from the Cross
Décor & Design, and a chunky throw by Hendrik.Lou.
The art is by David Burdeny, courtesy of Jennifer Kostuik
Gallery. BOTTOM: An additional two bedrooms can
alternatively serve as an office or (as pictured here) play
space. A dipped wood ladder and copper-plated basket
are from the Mill. The overdyed Turkish rug came from
the Cross Décor & Design.

95 percent of the existing unlivable home, which,
Warren notes, “included sending the old framing
and siding to a processing plant to make bio-ethanol.”
The design and materials of the new structure were
chosen with an eye toward longevity and flexibility,
from the appliances (Energy Star—compliant) to the
building envelope (insulated walls; triple-glazed,
low-heat-loss windows; and an airtight vapor-
permeable membrane). It's a home meant to last
300 years—exceptional in a market where most
homes are meant to last 15.

“It's a home seeking someone who understands
the value of living in a community they want to
participate in,” says Gaile Guevara of Gaile Guevara
Interior Design & Creative. Guevara partnered with
interior designer Laura Melling, a colleague in the
design collective Modern604, to stage the house
before it went on the market. They filled the home
with pieces from Vancouver designers, manufac-
turers, and shops. They imagined the family who
might inhabit the space: a young, professional
couple who would appreciate the neighborhood'’s
walkability and good schools, and who could use
the extra space to work or to incorporate cross-
generational living. The home's flexibility is another
reflection of its sustainability. “Too often in our fleld,
value is confused with cost versus understanding
the investment of quality and support of our com-
munities,” Guevara notes. Inside and out, Vanglo
House offers canny solutions to create true worth.

After just 26 days on the market, the Vanglo
House was purchased by a pair of fashion execu-
tives from the United States who both live and work
in the home. After the house sold, Vanglo hosted
a pop-up sale, inviting locals to see the home and
its carefully selected interiors outside of the typical
retail setting—and to buy their favorite pieces. The
weekend of the sale, there was an open house next
door for a newly built spec house—one of the cookie-
cutter faux-Craftsman variety flooding the fast-
paced Vancouver housing market. “The expressions
on the faces of those who came to visit after walk-
ing through next door was priceless,” Guevara says.
“We just knew that all it takes to create change is
to show people what truly sustainable design looks
like. And this means we need to start leading by
example, building community and culture for what
Vancouver represents as a young, rapidly growing
city in the process of finding its own voice.” %



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: In staging the home's interiors, Guevara's
team sought pieces from local makers and stores that would reflect
Vancouver's design community, including the Collister armchair from

Union Wood Co. The master bathroom looks onto a small stone terrace.
The room benefits from the home's superior heat-recovery ventilation
system, which lets the house “breathe.” Stairs made of bleached poplar
lead from the main floor to the top floor; the reverse floor plan allows
for a balance between privacy and sociability.
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REST IS
HISTOR
MISSION: Insert vintage det into

a historic loft with a modern, open plan
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‘but not as much its slick, modern
_aesthetic. So they searched antique
hops and auctions for patinated
s, such as a vintage garbage

‘can and an aged Dutch painting,
to add warmth to their new home.
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Finishes and appliances in
the kitchen were chosen by
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The former McLennan and McFeely Building (now
the Koret Lofts) had already stood the test of time when it
underwent a loft conversion in 2004. Built in 1906, it was
designed by a significant Vancouver architect, Edward
Evans Blackmore, and eventually became one of the largest
warehouses in the city, housing the production of architec-
tural metalwork, industrial products, and sportswear.

When Tavia Cosper and Jude Popp bought their slice of
history, though, it came with contemporary, sterile white
kitchens and bathrooms. The pair loved the brightness and
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the developer, who turned
the building from a ware-
house to lofts. Cosper and
Popp added the industrial-
inspired stools to bring

in a sense of history. The
smaller-scale appliances
make efficient use of the
compact area.

openness of the modern layout, but decided, when decorating,
to emphasize the warmth of the original brick, concrete, and
wooden posts and beams. “We liked the old industrial style
and that's the style we wanted to keep,” Cosper says.

In the kitchen, Cosper and Popp softened up the clean
lines of the existing steel-topped island with three former
medical stools, which tilt forward and backward, and added
additional storage with antique bar shelving. They even
hunted for a garbage can for months until they found one
that looked suitably weathered. »



"WHEN WE FIRST MOVED IN, WE THOUGHT

THE OPEN BEDROOM AND BATHROOM MIGHT

BE A PROBLEM. WE EXPLORED LOTS OF OPTIONS—
DO WE PUT UP AWALL, DO WE PUT UP A SLIDING
BARN DOOR? BUT IT'S THE OPENNESS THAT MAKES
THE PLACE UNIQUE! —tavia cospEr, RESIDENT

b
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LEFT: The bathroom mirror reflects
furnishings with personal meaning
to Cosper and Popp. The antique
table is from Cosper’'s mom and the

chair was from Popp’s former law
firm. ABOVE: Though it took some
getting used to, Cosper and Popp
now embrace the open bed and
bath area. “I can watch TV and still
have a conversation with Jude if
he's in the bath,” Cosper says.



A wrought-iron bed, purchased from JoJo's Place,
anchors one corner of the loft. It sits just a few feet away
from the bathtub—a situation that takes the open-living
concept to the extreme. At first, the couple talked about
installing a wall or curtain between the two spaces, but
in the end, they decided it was a conversation starter and
left them as-is. The contrast and proximity of these two
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elements—the “industrial and homey” bed, and the clean-
lined, icy-looking tub and shower—exemplifies what's
successful about this space. The two styles don't clash; the
modern elements shine attention, through contrast, on all
of the well-loved antique pieces. By layering texture and
personality into their home, Cosper and Popp have added
their own story to the building's rich history. %
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Sophisticated style, throwback details,
and a touch of the unexpected.

1. Art Deco Tile, price upon request at Bultman Ceramics,
Seattle, bultmanceramics.com. 2. Amiata Tub by Victoria

+ Albert, $4,477 at Ferguson, Seattle, ferguson.com. 3. Circlet
Single Sconce, $725 at Grain, Seattle, graindesign.com.

4. Landfair Handle by DXV, from $180 at the Fixture Gallery,
multiple locations, thefixturegallery.com. 5. Professional
French-Door Double Oven by Viking, $7,399 at Standard TV
& Appliance, multiple locations, standardtvandappliance.com.
6. Fluted Apron Front Kitchen Sink by Rohl, from $3,658

at Seattle Interiors, Seattle, seattleinteriors.com. 7. Cafeteria
Trays, from $24 at Schoolhouse Electric & Supply Co., Portland,
schoolhouselectric.com. 8. Cyprum Collection Tara kitchen
faucet in 18-karat rose gold by Dornbracht, price upon request at
SieMatic, Seattle, siematic-seattle.com. 9. W Series Induction
Table by La Cornue, price upon request, lacornueusa.com for
Northwest showroom locations. ¢
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