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H A custom-made tile backsplash of delicate PETER MURDOCK
vines brings a city kitchen to life.

Designby CAROLINE BEAUPERE
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Blizzard Caesarstone on

the island and counters is a
cool contrast to dark
Poggenpohl cabinets in the
Teak Decor Lava finish.
Brocante chandelier from
Intérieurs. oPPOSITE: The
Viking range is paired with
a hood from Best Range
Hoods. Andy Fleishman
Maximus concrete floor
tiles from Ann Sacks. Stools
from ABC Carpet & Home.

CHRISTINE PITTEL: What are
all those trailing vines doing in
a sleek, modern kitchen?

| CAROLINE BEAUPERE: That back-

splash is the focal point of the
kitchen and the origin of the
entire design. Typically, you
specify the cabinets first and
then fill in the backsplash later.
But in this case, we started with
a question: What can we do to
make this kitchen more excit-
ing? It was in the back of the
apartment and looked out on an
air shaft. We needed a ‘Wow!’
moment, and the backsplash
was our opportunity.

What made you think of vines?

| wanted something with energy
and life. We’ve been doing a lot
of custom tilework, and | had
this idea of vines that would start
out under the cabinets and grow
horizontally until they got to the
range. Then they would switch
direction and grow vertically
until they practically wrapped
around the hood.

Is the pattern painted on the tile?
No, it’s a mural made for us out
of glass tile by Ann Sacks. | sent
them full-size drawings of the
vines, and every single piece—
each leaf and stem—was hand-

cut and then assembled into this
interlocking puzzle.

Why are the vines blue rather

| than green?
| Green or brown would have been
| too obvious, | thought, and blue

just seemed more vibrant. With
glass tile you can get any color
you want, and we went through
them all. The blues were par-
ticularly deep and luscious, and
| could play with several shades.
The leaves start out dark and
gradually get lighter. With blue,
it’s not literal; it’s a fantasy.

The blues have a white back-
ground. Is that why you chose
white countertops?

Yes. | wanted to keep the design
clean, and | knew white would

| make the backsplash pop. >>
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| didn’t want to introduce
another color or anything
like marble, with its veining,
because that would have com-
peted with the vines. And |
wanted a pure white, but with
three kids in the family, we
also didn’t want to worry about
staining or chipping. Caesar-
stone was the answer.
Why didn’t you do the cabinets
in white as well?
It would have been too cold;
and | wanted something more
earthy. But they still had to be
contemporary. That's why these
Poggenpohl cabinets were
perfect. They have clean lines,
but they still feel warm.
You chose stainless steel appli-
ances. Why didn’t you choose a
stainless steel sink?
| wanted the sink to be seam-
lessly integrated into the
countertop, and the white
| enamel blends in nicely
with the white Caesarstone.
| Is that Caesarstone on the island
| as well?
Yes. It's a big island—as big as
| we could make it without inter-
| rupting the flow of traffic—and
| that large slab of white Caesar-
| stone makes the room feel
i brighter. We used it on top, and
then we continued it down one
| side in what’s known as a water-
| fall. It’s an architectural element
that gives the island more of a
i personality. And the big, wide
| drawers offer lots of storage.
| What did you do on the floor?
Those are concrete tiles, hexag-
onally shaped, but there’s some-
| thing even more unusual about
| them. The pattern is scored into
| the surface and you fill it in with
grout, so the color of the grout
| really determines the effect. We
| went with a soft gray, slightly
| darker than the tile, which
| allows the pattern to show with-
out being overwhelming. The
| curves relate to the curves of the
| vines and add a nice contrast
| to the rectilinear cabinets. But
| it all works together. The whole
‘ kitchen feels very organic. e
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LEFT: Designer Caroline
Beaupére drew up the
design for the custom tile
mural to fit the space—the
vines delicately go around
the electrical outlet—and
it was executed by Ann
Sacks. A Grohe faucet with
a pull-down spray stands
at Kohler’s Bakersfield
sink..Microwave by Sharp.

GET THE LOOK

Wall and floor tile:
annsacks.com.

Cabinetry: poggenpohl.com.

Countertops:
caesarstoneus.com.

Range: vikingrange.com.
Hood: bestrangehoods.com.
Microwave: sharpusa.com.
Sink: kohler.com.

Faucet: grohe.com/us.
Chandelier: interieurs.com.
Stools: abchome.com.

PRODUCED BY
SAMANTHA EMMERLING

STYLED BY
GREGORY BISSONNETTE

FOR MORE DETAILS,
SEE RESOURCES
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