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young. adventurous famiy with theee children were locking for

vabie and fun home In which their childen could grow up. A

formar chuech in Chicogo's Lille Baly neighbarhecod tumead out
to be ther sweet spol when | was converted info o singledamily home,
Original details, such as skained-glass windows, exposed brickwork and
celing tumbuckias, ware includad in the design of many of 1he rooms.
including the kitchen and mester bamh,

Linc Thelen Design ond Scrolono Architec!s - bolh based in Chicago
- led 1he 8,000-sq-N1. project, which Included leveldng the former Socrs,
raking the ceiing from 18 1o 25 feet and exposing the Beams in the atfic.

“We buill o medel 3o we could s=e how everything would intersect
ond whot the ceiing would look ke soid designer, UnS Thelen. “There
were some things we ware not sure of unhl demo, and we discovered
things we could de laler on, such as add o $2t of stairs going through the
nursary and Incorporate cusiom bookcosas”

The wile loved Ihe lock of the lofl space and high calings. but she also
wonted some alements of a frodiional home, I was ciso necessary for
1he cpen space to incorparate smalles functional spaces like the loundry
rcom on the main floor and a playroom in the atlic.

Cooking Kitchen

The wife wonled the house fo be o mixture of modern. indusinal and
aven some shabiby chic, but Thelen fonad down this combination In the
kitchan and odjoining main room, which am sleek and modermn.The mas-
sive slained-glass window anchars the spoce, ond becouse upper cobl-
nets would hove compeled wilh &, the design leam hod ko make up for
the lock of sloroge space
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Thelen designed all of the cabinetry, which includes white lacquered
units adjacent fo the kiichen to give the area a buili-in look and not compete
with the other elements on that side of the house.The hickory wood cabinets
in the main kitchen space have single doors that open up as drawers.

"Going with real wood cabinets gave me the ability fo stain them ex-
aclly the color | wanted, which took a while to nail down,” he said. "All of
the finishes in the home were hand selected with much consideration.”

White quariz waterfall countertops blend nicely with the whiie oak
flooring in a custom white-wash stain and the earthy, cool gray cabinets.
A 48-in. refrigerator/freezer on the left side of the kitchen is balanced by
a 48-in. pantry on the right. The large island houses the dishwasher, sink,
beverage center and a large trash unif. The kitchen design called for
larger-than-usual appliances and a 12-fi. island to appropriately fill the
massive space; the back wall between the refrigerator and pantry is 16
feet long.

One challenge in the kitchen was thaf there was no upper space
for venting above the industrial range. To overcome this, the feam built a
downdraft to function for the unit.They put an external blower on the out-
side of the kitchen, and the HVAC contractor custom built the ductwork.
The grill/vent cover was also custom built.

Another challenge in the kitchen was providing ample lighting in the
space.According toThelen, the ceiling is pifched at a weird angle, and there
are no flat surfaces to install fixtures there. He designed and built a fixiure
above the island that hangs from a plafform atiached to the wood beams
above.The independent pendantis feature industrial-style mercury bulbs.



